REMARKS /ARGUMENTS 

Further to the Request for Continued Examination (RCE) 
filed on November 10, 2005, Applicants have supplementally 
amended the above-captioned application. 

Claims 1-3 and 32 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Tarekado. Claims 15-17 stand rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tarekado. 
Claims 22 and 24 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Tarekado in view Pallini. Claims 14, 
21, and 26 are indicated to be allowable. 

By the above amendment, claims 1-13, 15-20, and 22-32 
have been canceled without disclaimer or prejudice. New 
claims 33-40 have been added. 

Claims 33 and 36 are similar to claims 14 and 21, 
respectively, but do not include the limitations related to 
the engaging device. Claims 34 and 35 are directed to the two 
seal rings 81 and 82 shown in FIG. 19. Claims 37-40 depend 
from claim 36. Claim 37 is directed to the O-ring 82 shown in 
Figure 19. Claim 28 is directed to the relation between the 
thickness of the end portion 51 and the width of the recess 64 
shown in FIG. 19. Claim 39 is directed to the stepped portion 
formed on the end portion 51 of the throttle body 1 for 
receiving the seal member 81. Claim 40 is directed to the 
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tapered configuration of the lower end of the end portion 61. 



Applicants respectfully request entry and consideration 
of the Supplemental Amendment. 

Respectfully submitted, 
DENNIS ON, SCHULTZ, 
DOUGHERTY & MACDONALD 



By 




Amir H. Behnia 
Reg. No. 50,215 
(703) 837-9600 Ext. 16 



Date: 
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